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The Heinz family and members of the board and staff of The Heinz Endowments are deeply saddened by 
the news of Franco's passing, and our hearts go out to his family. Like so many in this town 
whose strength and spirit he embodied, we have lost a friend and an inspiration. Franco is rightly known 
as a football legend, but he was also a civic hero who worked diligently and selflessly to lift up our youth 
and improve our community through his many acts of quiet service, including as board chair of the 
Pittsburgh Promise. 
 
Around our board table at the Endowments, where he served for 19 years, he was always a kind but 
forceful voice for the less fortunate and for those struggling to find their way. We will be forever grateful 
for his generosity of spirit and for the many ways in which he made our work and our community better. 
We will miss him dearly, but we are so grateful to have known him. 
 
André Heinz 
Board Chairman 
The Heinz Endowments 
 
 
Franco Harris obituary 
 
Steelers Hall of Fame running back Franco Harris dies at 72 
 
'Much more than just a football player': Franco Harris remembered fondly by fans, Pittsburgh icons and 
more 

https://www.legacy.com/news/franco-harris-1950-2022-steelers-great-caught-the-immaculate-reception/
https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/steelers/2022/12/21/franco-harris-pittsburgh-steelers-immaculate-reception/stories/202207310149
https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/steelers/2022/12/21/pittsburgh-steelers-franco-harris-remembered-fondly-by-fellow-pittsburgh-icons-others-in-his-orbit/stories/202212210089
https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/steelers/2022/12/21/pittsburgh-steelers-franco-harris-remembered-fondly-by-fellow-pittsburgh-icons-others-in-his-orbit/stories/202212210089

