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SARAH HEINZ
HOUSE

EXPANSION

Members of  The Heinz Endowments’ two boards pay close

attention to a homework tutoring session in a cramped, base-

ment computer lab as part of a tour detailing a $6.2 million

expansion of Sarah Heinz House on Pittsburgh’s North Side. 

Administrators of the youth development center founded

by Heinz Foods Co. patriarch Henry J. Heinz told board 

members that the long-awaited project will allow staff to

deliver better social and recreational programs to students 

in surroundings that fit the times.

The brick and marble building at Chestnut Street and

Route 28 will have a gymnasium, a swimming pool, a fitness

center and studios for dance and martial arts classes. There

also will be renovation to provide for an expanded computer

lab and cafeteria.

Planning for the expansion began three years ago with 

a $3 million Heinz Endowments grant that launched a 

fundraising effort directed at other regional foundations 

and corporations. Since its 1915 dedication, more than

100,000 children have been served by its programs, 

80 percent from low-to-middle–income city neighborhoods.

Board members and Endowments staff touring the center

include, from left, Barbara Robinson, Mallory Walker, 

Shirley Malcom, Howard Heinz Endowment Chairman Teresa

Heinz and Vira I. Heinz Endowment Chairman James Walton.
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h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are
committed to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented 
by our grantmaking programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication 
is intended to share information about significant lessons and insights we are deriving
from our work.

Editorial Team Linda Braund, Nancy Grejda, Maxwell King, Maureen Marinelli, 
Grant Oliphant, Douglas Root. Design: Landesberg Design

About the Cover “Age is a pretty thin membrane in this organization,” says Mattress
Factory Founder Barbara Luderowski, left foreground, acting “not her age” in this staff
portrait in a courtyard garden by artist Winifred Lutz. As executive director since the
mid-1970s, Luderowski has placed the installation art museum on the international
cultural map with a staff that has ranged from college interns to artists in their 80s.
Now she and her board face the twin challenges of expanding the museum’s reach 
and grooming young leaders to manage it. Photo by Annie O’Neill
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Founded more than four decades 

apart, the Howard Heinz Endowment,

established in 1941, and the Vira I.

Heinz Endowment, established in 1986,

are the products of a deep family

commitment to community and the

common good that began with 

H. J. Heinz and continues to this day. 

The Heinz Endowments is based in

Pittsburgh, where we use our region 

as a laboratory for the development 

of solutions to challenges that are

national in scope. Although the majority

of our giving is concentrated within

southwestern Pennsylvania, we work

wherever necessary, including statewide

and nationally, to fulfill our mission.

That mission is to help our region thrive

as a whole community — economically,

ecologically, educationally and 

culturally — while advancing the state 

of knowledge and practice in the 

fields in which we work. 

Our fields of emphasis include

philanthropy in general and the

disciplines represented by our grant-

making programs: Arts & Culture;

Children, Youth & Families; Economic

Opportunity; Education; and the

Environment. These five programs work

together on behalf of three shared

organizational goals: enabling south-

western Pennsylvania to embrace and

realize a vision of itself as a premier

place both to live and to work; making

the region a center of quality learning

and educational opportunity; and

making diversity and inclusion defining

elements of the region’s character.

Board Member Awarded National
Sciences Medal

Dr. Shirley Malcom, an internationally
known leader in science and technology
education, and a member of the Howard
Heinz Endowment Board, has been selected
by the National Academy of Sciences to
receive its prestigious Public Welfare Medal. 

Malcom, who heads the Directorate for
Education and Human Resources Programs
of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, has been a leader,
for more than 30 years, in developing
innovative ways to improve the teaching of
science and technology. She also has been an
international activist for extending science
learning opportunities to minorities and
others under-represented in the sciences.

“She has served science with extra-
ordinary vision and scope, originality and
achievement,” Academy Home Secretary R.
Stephen Berry said in announcing the award.
“With each young mind that experiences the
value of science through science education,
there is a new chance that the world will
have the next Pasteur, Salk or Einstein,” 
said Berry, who also chairs the selection
committee. “Dr. Malcom has helped bring
science to millions of students who other-
wise might not have had the opportunity.

Malcom, who holds seven honorary
degrees and serves on several boards, has
been advising Endowments staff on strategies
for expanding economic and educational
opportunities for minorities in southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Information Analyst Joins
Endowments

Wayne Jones, an information analyst and
consultant to Allegheny County government
and the Virginia Legislature, has joined 
the Endowments staff as an associate in the
Children, Youth & Families Program.

Jones will assist Program Director Marge
Petruska by developing information systems,
reviewing policy research and analyzing
statistics collected from grantees.

An MBA graduate of Yale University,
Jones, 32, worked for Great Lakes Behavioral
Research as a consultant to Allegheny
County’s Department of Human Services

before joining the Endowments. Before that,
he conducted management reviews of state
agencies for a commission of the Virginia
State Legislature. 

“For the last several years, the Endow-
ments has been moving toward a much
more concentrated process of evaluating the
impact of our grantmaking, and Wayne’s
skills are going to bring incredible value to
our efforts,” said Petruska.

In addition to his information compiling
and analysis work, Jones will manage a small
grants portfolio and coordinate the Endow-
ments’ summer youth internship program.

ENDOWMENTS  PROMOTES  TWO
A key member of the Arts & Culture Program staff and the director of planning and

communications are working in new positions after being promoted in January.

Grant Oliphant, who has been in charge of strategic planning and communications for the

Endowments since 1999, now assumes expanded duties as associate director. His new

responsibilities involve assisting Endowments

President Maxwell King with initiatives in program

evaluation, organizational learning and personnel

development. “Grant has provided us with important

leadership in these areas already,” said King, 

“and we look forward to the added value he will bring

as a senior member of our management team.”

Kerry Spindler, an associate in the Arts & Culture Program since 2000, has been promoted 

to program officer, in recognition of her strong management of the Endowments’ Small Arts

Initiative and Creative Heights Program. She also assists Program Director Janet Sarbaugh in

general arts programming evaluation.

“Her superb planning skills and keen understanding of the creative and cultural issues 

facing our region more than qualify her for this new role,” said Sarbaugh. Spindler first joined 

the Endowments as a program fellow in 1997.
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