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The Heinz Endowments was formed 

from the Howard Heinz Endowment, 

established in 1941, and the Vira I. 

Heinz Endowment, established in 

1986. It is the product of a deep 

family commitment to community 

and the common good that began 

with H.J. Heinz, and that continues 

to this day. 

The Endowments is based in 

Pittsburgh, where we use our region 

as a laboratory for the development 

of solutions to challenges that are 

national in scope. Although the majority 

of our giving is concentrated within 

southwestern Pennsylvania, we work 

wherever necessary, including statewide 

and nationally, to fulfi ll our mission. 

That mission is to help our region 

thrive as a whole community — 

economically, ecologically, educationally 

and culturally — while advancing the 

state of knowledge and practice in 

the fi elds in which we work. Our fi elds 

of emphasis include philanthropy 

in general and the disciplines 

represented by our fi ve grant-making 

programs: Arts & Culture; Children, 

Youth & Families; Education; 

Environment; and Innovation Economy.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. 

Heinz set high expectations for their 

philanthropy. Today, the Endowments 

is committed to doing the same. 

Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful 

and creative in continually working 

to set new standards of philanthropic 

excellence. Recognizing that none 

of our work would be possible without 

a sound fi nancial base, we also are 

committed to preserving and enhancing 

the Endowments’ assets through 

prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are 
committed to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specifi c fi elds represented 
by our grant-making programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication 
is intended to share information about signifi cant lessons and insights we are deriving 
from our work.

Editorial Team Linda Bannon, Linda Braund, Donna Evans, Carmen Lee, 
Douglas Root, Robert Vagt. Design: Landesberg Design

About the cover Phylicia Ralph, 18, is putting some of what she’s learned at The 
Pittsburgh Project into practice as she paints the porch railings of a house that’s being 
renovated on the city’s North Side. Among the opportunities the organization offers 
young people to get their lives on track are academic assistance and building-trades 
training through its YouthBuild program.
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This issue of h magazine also includes the 

annual report of our 2007 grant making.

Promising, page 12
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Biz Kids
A national entrepreneurship program is showing Pittsburgh 

high school students what it takes to be successful 

in business and in school.

12
Community Building
The Pittsburgh Project strengthens students’ futures 

as it rebuilds their neighborhoods.

24
In Good Health
Women in the Pittsburgh region are 

learning common-sense approaches 

to safeguarding their health and 

their families’ health.

30
Bond Shelter
Some Pittsburgh foundations have joined a unique venture 

to help minority and women contractors get a larger share 

of local construction projects.

38
Individual Investment
With foundation support, some Pittsburgh-area artists are 

attending programs that hone their talents and their goals.
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