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For the past two decades in Hazelwood,
residents, nonprofits, foundations, businesses
and universities have been pouring energy and
resources into reviving the hopes and dreams
of the Pittsburgh neighborhood, which had
endured disinvestment after its local steel mill
closed. All that effort is paying off.
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The Heinz Endowments was formed from the Howard Heinz Endowment, established in 1941, and
the Vira I. Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. It is the product of a deep family commitment
to community and the common good that began with H.J. Heinz, and that continues to this day.
The Endowments is based in Pittsburgh, where we use our region as a laboratory for the
development of solutions to challenges that are national in scope. Although the majority of our
giving is concentrated within southwestern Pennsylvania, we work wherever necessary, including
statewide and nationally, to fulfill our mission.
That mission is to help our region become a just and equitable community in which all of its
citizens thrive economically, ecologically, educationally, socially and culturally. We also seek to
advance knowledge and practice in the field of philanthropy through strategies that focus on our
priorities of Creativity, Learning and Sustainability.
In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. Heinz set high expectations for their philanthropy. Today, the
Endowments is committed to doing the same. Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful and creative
in continually working to set new standards of philanthropic excellence. Recognizing that none of
our work would be possible without a sound financial base, we also are committed to preserving
and enhancing the Endowments’ assets through prudent investment management.
h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are committed
to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented by our grantmaking
programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication is intended to share information
about significant lessons and insights we are deriving from our work.
Editorial team Becky Brindle, John Ellis, Donna Evans Sebastian, Carmen Lee, Scott Roller,
Courtney Tolmer. Design: Landesberg Design.
About the cover Bark & Brunch was held in April at the Plaza at Hazelwood Green, a two-acre
green space on a former steel mill site in Pittsburgh’s Hazelwood neighborhood. The event provided
opportunities for children, families and their pets to enjoy outdoor activities. Photo by Joshua Franzos.
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MORE LIVABLE FOR ALL

As the lack of affordable housing continues to be
a crisis across the country, Pittsburgh nonprofits,
foundations and government agencies are working
on solutions.
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TAKING CARE

The struggle to find good child care, amplified
by the COVID-19 pandemic, continues to force
families to make hard choices, including about
their employment options.
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STATE OF THE ARTS

The Heinz Endowments’ investment in artistic
and cultural programs and organizations is part
of its commitment to improve the quality of life
for all in the Pittsburgh region.
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CELEBRATING ART & CULTURE

Pittsburgh’s Cultural Treasures, an initiative jointly
funded by The Heinz Endowments and the
Ford Foundation, has awarded grants to 16 local
Black cultural organizations — and the program
is just getting started.
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WHY?
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ART INTERSECTIONS

A re-evaluation of The Heinz Endowments’
investments in artistic and cultural organizations
and initiatives convinced board and staff members
that a crucial step in the process was answering
this question.

Through the Public Art and Communities program,
artists and community residents are devising
creative ways to express their experiences with the
COVID-19 pandemic and other life challenges.
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OVERCOMING
PANDEMIC HIGH ANXIETY

Like child care, the issue of mental health received
increased attention because of the pandemic,
sparking interest in a range of support options.
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