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A LEGACY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY

This special environment-focused issue of
h magazine opens with an essay by Heinz
Endowments President Grant Oliphant that
describes both the urgency of our current
environmental challenges and the Endowments’
decades-long advocacy for cleaner and
healthier air, water and communities.
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The Heinz Endowments was formed from the Howard Heinz Endowment, established in 1941, and
the Vira I. Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. It is the product of a deep family commitment
to community and the common good that began with H.J. Heinz, and that continues to this day.
The Endowments is based in Pittsburgh, where we use our region as a laboratory for the
development of solutions to challenges that are national in scope. Although the majority of our
giving is concentrated within southwestern Pennsylvania, we work wherever necessary, including
statewide and nationally, to fulfill our mission.
That mission is to help our region become a just and equitable community in which all of its
citizens thrive economically, ecologically, educationally, socially and culturally. We also seek to
advance knowledge and practice in the field of philanthropy through strategies that focus on our
priorities of Creativity, Learning and Sustainability.
In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. Heinz set high expectations for their philanthropy. Today, the
Endowments is committed to doing the same. Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful and creative
in continually working to set new standards of philanthropic excellence. Recognizing that none of
our work would be possible without a sound financial base, we also are committed to preserving
and enhancing the Endowments’ assets through prudent investment management.
h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are committed
to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented by our grantmaking
programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication is intended to share information
about significant lessons and insights we are deriving from our work.
Editorial team Linda Braund, John Ellis, Donna Evans Sebastian, Carmen Lee, Grant Oliphant,
Scott Roller, Courtney Tolmer. Design: Landesberg Design
About the cover The hour-glass illustration reflects the time pressures the world faces to address
the growing number of environmental crises and preserve the planet.
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FIGHTING FOR AIR
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CLIMATE CONNECTION

26

AIR SICKNESS

Our introduction to this special issue of
h touches on the types of environmental
challenges facing the world and how the
magazine’s stories explore the effects and
the responses in the Pittsburgh region.

The Heinz Endowments’ environmental
grantmaking has evolved with the times and
included development of a climate change
framework that supports both established
and emerging organizations.

Efforts to address air pollution in the
Pittsburgh region include innovative ways
to raise community awareness and provide
opportunities for community action.

Two first-person accounts of how industrial
air pollution harmed the health of the
individuals and those around them illustrate
the critical need to improve air quality in
the Pittsburgh region.
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VITAL SIGNS
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Like the rest of the world, the Pittsburgh
region is experiencing the impact of climate
change, from extreme weather conditions to
damage to the natural and built environment.

Ensuring that Pittsburgh residents have
safe, clean water has been a challenge
for decades, but government officials and
advocacy groups are trying to make a
difference.
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INDUSTRY ILLS
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The impacts of shale gas fracking on
local residents’ health and communities
raise questions about whether the
practice is worth the cost.

THE MAIN PROBLEM

CLEAN SPACE

Local nonprofits are stepping up to make
child care centers and schools in Western
Pennsylvania more environmentally safe
and healthy.
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CHANGE MAKERS

46

FUTURE VISION

Grassroots organizations in the
Pittsburgh region dedicated to protecting
the environment are making inroads in
changing conditions and providing more
diverse perspectives.

As the struggle for a cleaner environment
continues, there are hopeful indications
that a more climate-friendly economy in
the Pittsburgh region is possible.
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