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INSIDE
EARLY INVESTING
Education and human development experts 
have long promoted early childhood education 
as providing the foundational building blocks 
for children’s mental, social and emotional 
growth. The COVID-19 crisis amplified its 
importance, especially for front-line workers 
and their families.
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The Heinz Endowments was formed from the Howard Heinz Endowment, established in 1941, and 
the Vira I. Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. It is the product of a deep family commitment to 
community and the common good that began with H.J. Heinz, and that continues to this day.

The Endowments is based in Pittsburgh, where we use our region as a laboratory for the devel-
opment of solutions to challenges that are national in scope. Although the majority of our giving is 
concentrated within southwestern Pennsylvania, we work wherever necessary, including state wide 
and nationally, to fulfill our mission.

That mission is to help our region become a just and equitable community in which all of its 
citizens thrive economically, ecologically, educationally, socially and culturally. We also seek to 
advance knowledge and practice in the field of philanthropy through strategies that focus on our 
priorities of Creativity, Learning and Sustainability.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. Heinz set high expectations for their philanthropy. Today, the 
Endowments is committed to doing the same. Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful and creative 
in continually working to set new standards of philanthropic excellence. Recognizing that none of 
our work would be possible without a sound financial base, we also are committed to  preserving 
and enhancing the Endowments’ assets through prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are committed 
to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented by our grantmaking 
programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication is intended to share information 
about significant lessons and insights we are deriving from our work.

Editorial team Linda Braund, John Ellis, Donna Evans Sebastian, Carmen Lee, Grant Oliphant, 
Scott Roller, Courtney Tolmer. Design: Landesberg Design

About the cover Shayla Scott keeps her 3-year-old son, Maverick Laboy, happy and mentally 
stimulated with activities such as painting since his child care center temporarily closed because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo by Renee Rosensteel.
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2020 VISION
With billions of community resource dollars 
and the parameters of legislative districts on 
the line, efforts to get more people, especially 
underrepresented groups, to complete the 
2020 Census are undeterred by the pandemic.
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PATHWAY TO THE FUTURE
Despite delays caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Pittsburgh Readiness Institute 
will launch this fall with programs designed 
to help high school students become 
productive citizens.
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SERVING THOSE WHO SERVED
Shortly after PAServes was recognized for 
its successes in connecting veterans to local 
services, the COVID-19 crisis created a new 
test for the network’s ability to coordinate 
support for servicemen and servicewomen.
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THE WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN 
For months, striking images have provided 
glimpses of the global pandemic and racial 
justice protests that have rocked 2020. 
Offering inspiration during the turmoil are the 
words of the late U.S. Rep. John Lewis.

10
FORWARD MOVEMENT 
With support from The Heinz Endowments 
and the FISA Foundation, nonprofits in the 
Pittsburgh region are being encouraged 
to make their organizations more accessible 
and inclusive for people with disabilities.
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PRESERVING OUR DEMOCRACY
In the midst of the worst pandemic the U.S. 
has seen in a century, the 2020 Census and 
presidential election are moving forward as is 
a Heinz Endowments initiative to encourage 
local residents to participate in both.
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CIVIC DUTY
Nonprofits working to boost voter turnout 
in the presidential election are having to beef 
up their efforts and their creativity as they 
navigate social distancing and other restrictions 
during the COVID-19 crisis.
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SECURING THE VOTE
Recommendations from the University of 
Pittsburgh’s Institute for Cyber Law, Policy and 
Security are helping to tighten voting security 
in Pennsylvania just in time for November’s 
presidential election.
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