
 

 

Chris DeCardy, President of The Heinz Endowments, joined the foundation in April 2023, building 
on a career that includes serving as a senior executive for major U.S. foundations, launching and 
expanding social and environmental change programs, and leading nonprofit organizations. 

Prior to joining the Endowments, he served as acting CEO of the San Francisco-based 
ClimateWorks Foundation, comprising a team of researchers, strategists, collaborators and 
grantmakers dedicated to ending the climate crisis. 

During his extensive leadership roles, Chris served as Vice President and Director of Programs for 
the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, where he worked for 18 years. One of the largest U.S. 
grantmaking foundations, Packard has a domestic and international focus on conservation, science, 
reproductive health and rights, children’s health and education, leadership and capacity 
strengthening, and community programs. 

Chris led the development of new programs, including expansion of Packard’s regional place-
based grantmaking including a focus on the visual and performing arts; early childhood 
education; and out-of-school youth programs to build civic, creative, educational and life skills. 

With a background in strategic communications, network advocacy and program development, 
Chris helped launch and manage a Washington D.C.-based environmental communications 
nonprofit, Environmental Media Services (now called Resource Media). The organization was 
credited as being indispensable to environmental journalists in their reporting on federal and 
international environmental news.  

Chris earned a Bachelor of Arts in journalism from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a 
master’s degree in public policy from the Harvard Kennedy School. 


