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The Heinz Endowments was formed  

from the Howard Heinz Endowment, 

established in 1941, and the Vira I. 

Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. 

It is the product of a deep family 

commitment to community and the 

common good that began with H.J. 

Heinz, and that continues to this day. 

The Endowments is based in  

Pittsburgh, where we use our region  

as a laboratory for the development  

of solutions to challenges that are 

national in scope. Although the majority 

of our giving is concentrated within 

southwestern Pennsylvania, we work 

wherever necessary, including statewide 

and nationally, to fulfill our mission. 

That mission is to help our region 

thrive as a whole community —  

economically, ecologically, educationally 

and culturally — while advancing the 

state of knowledge and practice in   

the fields in which we work. Our fields  

of emphasis include philanthropy in 

general and the disciplines represented 

by our five grant-making programs:  

Arts & Culture; Children, Youth & 

Families; Education; Environment;  

and Innovation Economy.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I.  

Heinz set high expectations for their 

philanthropy. Today, the Endowments  

is committed to doing the same.  

Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful  

and creative in continually working  

to set new standards of philanthropic 

excellence. Recognizing that none  

of our work would be possible without  

a sound financial base, we also are 

committed to  preserving and enhancing 

the Endowments’ assets through 

prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are  

committed to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented 

by our grant-making programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication 

is intended to share information about significant lessons and insights we are deriving 

from our work.

Editorial Team Linda Bannon, Linda Braund, Donna Evans, Carmen Lee,  

Douglas Root, Robert Vagt. Design: Landesberg Design

About the cover Bright lights and crowded sidewalks have become the norm for 

popular events in Pittsburgh’s Cultural District. One such affair, shown on the cover, 

was the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s Sept. 9 concert, “An Enchanted Evening,” 

featuring legendary violinist Itzhak Perlman. The performance at Heinz Hall and 

gala activities that followed were among the highlights of the Cultural Trust’s silver 

 anniversary this year.

Leslie Ansley, back row center, is one of three adult artists working with local Pittsburgh youth on the Construction 

as Canvas project, which is designed to demonstrate that art can brighten even the grittiest — literally —  

environment. Students from community youth programs have been divided into three teams to paint mural 

panels, like the ones the children are holding above, which will be placed on fences surrounding the construction 

site of the new Penguins hockey arena in the city’s Hill District neighborhood. The Pittsburgh Office of Public  

Art worked with the Sports & Exhibition Authority of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County in coordinating the 

project, which received $50,000 from the Endowments. The murals, which are scheduled to be completed this 

month, will be up for only a year while the fences surround the construction area.
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Bomani Howze Appointed Endowments Innovation 
Economy Program Officer Bomani Howze has been 
appointed to the Pennsylvania Minority Business 
Development Authority. He was nominated by Gov. Ed 
Rendell and confirmed by the state Senate this summer. 
The authority provides low-interest loan financing to 
businesses owned and operated by under-represented  
ethnic groups.

Fifty-three African American 
male high school students 
from across the Pittsburgh 
region participated in this 
summer’s weeklong Black 
Male Leadership Develop-
ment Institute at Robert 
Morris University. The youth 
shown at right were among 
those who learned and 
demonstrated the impor-
tance of personal account-
ability, responsibility and 
leadership. This marked the 
third year that the Urban 
League of Greater Pittsburgh 
has offered the free program  
and the second year that  
the university has hosted  

it on campus. With the  
help of $25,000 from the 
Endowments this year, the 
two organizations were able 
to deepen the students’ 
experience by expanding  
it from a weekend to five 
days. The foundation’s 
support, provided through  

its Education Program, 
represented one of several 
efforts the Endowments’ 
African American Men and 
Boys Task Force has been 
pursuing to help improve  
the lives of black males  
in the Pittsburgh region.

Pittsburgh’s first Latino Family Center celebrated its  
grand opening in Squirrel Hill this summer. The Allegheny 
Intermediate Unit operates the center with support from  
the Allegheny County Department of Human Services and  
the Endowments. While the AIU runs dozens of similar 
centers that provide support services, this is the only one 
targeting the region’s small but growing Hispanic population. 
Among the services offered are English literacy programs  
for adults and children, and advice about health care 
resources and school preparation.
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The Heinz Endowments was formed  

from the Howard Heinz Endowment, 

established in 1941, and the Vira I. 

Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. 

It is the product of a deep family 

commitment to community and the 

common good that began with H.J. 

Heinz, and that continues to this day. 

The Endowments is based in  

Pittsburgh, where we use our region  

as a laboratory for the development  

of solutions to challenges that are 

national in scope. Although the majority 

of our giving is concentrated within 

southwestern Pennsylvania, we work 

wherever necessary, including statewide 

and nationally, to fulfill our mission. 

That mission is to help our region 

thrive as a whole community —  

economically, ecologically, educationally 

and culturally — while advancing the 

state of knowledge and practice in   

the fields in which we work. Our fields  

of emphasis include philanthropy in 

general and the disciplines represented 

by our five grant-making programs:  

Arts & Culture; Children, Youth & 

Families; Education; Environment;  

and Innovation Economy.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I.  

Heinz set high expectations for their 

philanthropy. Today, the Endowments  

is committed to doing the same.  

Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful  

and creative in continually working  

to set new standards of philanthropic 

excellence. Recognizing that none  

of our work would be possible without  

a sound financial base, we also are 

committed to  preserving and enhancing 

the Endowments’ assets through 

prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are  

committed to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented 

by our grant-making programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication 

is intended to share information about significant lessons and insights we are deriving 

from our work.

Editorial Team Linda Bannon, Linda Braund, Donna Evans, Carmen Lee,  

Douglas Root, Robert Vagt. Design: Landesberg Design

About the cover Bright lights and crowded sidewalks have become the norm for 

popular events in Pittsburgh’s Cultural District. One such affair, shown on the cover, 

was the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s Sept. 9 concert, “An Enchanted Evening,” 

featuring legendary violinist Itzhak Perlman. The performance at Heinz Hall and 

gala activities that followed were among the highlights of the Cultural Trust’s silver 

 anniversary this year.

Leslie Ansley, back row center, is one of three adult artists working with local Pittsburgh youth on the Construction 

as Canvas project, which is designed to demonstrate that art can brighten even the grittiest — literally —  

environment. Students from community youth programs have been divided into three teams to paint mural 

panels, like the ones the children are holding above, which will be placed on fences surrounding the construction 

site of the new Penguins hockey arena in the city’s Hill District neighborhood. The Pittsburgh Office of Public  

Art worked with the Sports & Exhibition Authority of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County in coordinating the 

project, which received $50,000 from the Endowments. The murals, which are scheduled to be completed this 

month, will be up for only a year while the fences surround the construction area.
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Bomani Howze Appointed Endowments Innovation 
Economy Program Officer Bomani Howze has been 
appointed to the Pennsylvania Minority Business 
Development Authority. He was nominated by Gov. Ed 
Rendell and confirmed by the state Senate this summer. 
The authority provides low-interest loan financing to 
businesses owned and operated by under-represented  
ethnic groups.

Fifty-three African American 
male high school students 
from across the Pittsburgh 
region participated in this 
summer’s weeklong Black 
Male Leadership Develop-
ment Institute at Robert 
Morris University. The youth 
shown at right were among 
those who learned and 
demonstrated the impor-
tance of personal account-
ability, responsibility and 
leadership. This marked the 
third year that the Urban 
League of Greater Pittsburgh 
has offered the free program  
and the second year that  
the university has hosted  

it on campus. With the  
help of $25,000 from the 
Endowments this year, the 
two organizations were able 
to deepen the students’ 
experience by expanding  
it from a weekend to five 
days. The foundation’s 
support, provided through  

its Education Program, 
represented one of several 
efforts the Endowments’ 
African American Men and 
Boys Task Force has been 
pursuing to help improve  
the lives of black males  
in the Pittsburgh region.

Pittsburgh’s first Latino Family Center celebrated its  
grand opening in Squirrel Hill this summer. The Allegheny 
Intermediate Unit operates the center with support from  
the Allegheny County Department of Human Services and  
the Endowments. While the AIU runs dozens of similar 
centers that provide support services, this is the only one 
targeting the region’s small but growing Hispanic population. 
Among the services offered are English literacy programs  
for adults and children, and advice about health care 
resources and school preparation.
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Urban Renewal
The nonprofit Construction Junction proves that dealing in demolition  

waste is environmentally sound and recession-proof.

12
Building Trust
With $200 million in foundation  

investment and 25 years of effort,  

the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust has  

made the arts a cornerstone  

of downtown redevelopment.

24
How We Spent Our
Summer Vacation
An Endowments-sponsored internship program allows high school  

graduates to practice philanthropy and to use camcorders and  

microphones to tell stories about nonprofits’ work in the region.
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