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INSIDE
FEATURE: IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS
The second installment of our h magazine neighborhood 
series examines initiatives to revitalize Pittsburgh’s Hill 
District. As in the other communities we’re featuring as 
part of this project, artists and entrepreneurs, residents 
and developers, local offi  cials and philanthropies, including 
The Heinz Endowments, have been working together on 
improvements that benefi t the neighborhood and those 
who live there.
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The Heinz Endowments was formed from the Howard Heinz Endowment, established in 1941, and 
the Vira I. Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. It is the product of a deep family commitment 
to community and the common good that began with H.J. Heinz, and that continues to this day.

The Endowments is based in Pittsburgh, where we use our region as a laboratory for the 
development of solutions to challenges that are national in scope. Although the majority of our 
giving is concentrated within southwestern Pennsylvania, we work wherever necessary, including 
state wide and nationally, to fulfi ll our mission.

That mission is to help our region become a just and equitable community in which all of its 
citizens thrive economically, ecologically, educationally, socially and culturally. We also seek to 
advance knowledge and practice in the fi eld of philanthropy through strategies that focus on our 
priorities of Creativity, Learning and Sustainability.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. Heinz set high expectations for their philanthropy. Today, the 
Endowments is committed to doing the same. Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful and creative 
in continually working to set new standards of philanthropic excellence. Recognizing that none of 
our work would be possible without a sound fi nancial base, we also are committed to  preserving 
and enhancing the Endowments’ assets through prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are committed 
to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specifi c fi elds represented by our grantmaking 
programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication is intended to share information 
about signifi cant lessons and insights we are deriving from our work.

Editorial team Linda Braund, John Ellis, Donna Evans Sebastian, Carmen Lee, Grant Oliphant, 
Scott Roller, Courtney Tolmer. Design: Landesberg Design

About the cover Oscar-winning actor Denzel Washington participated in the September
ground-blessing ceremony for the childhood home of the late Pulitzer Prize-winning-playwright 
August Wilson. Mr. Washington is helping raise money to transform the house in Pittsburgh’s Hill 
District neighborhood into a museum and arts center. Weathering the rain beside Mr. Washington 
was Jamaica Johnson, a junior at Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts 6-12. Cover photo
by Renee Rosensteel.

RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE
Arts Honors This year’s recipients of the Carol R. 
Brown Achievement Awards are cinematographer 
and City Theatre production director and set 
designer Tony Ferrieri, who was selected for the 
established artist honor, and interdisciplinary artist 
Alisha Wormsley, who received the emerging 
artist recognition. Both were celebrated Dec. 10 
at Pittsburgh’s City Theatre during the annual 
awards ceremony.

In its seventh year, the Carol R. Brown Awards 
program recognizes an established artist and an 
emerging artist for their exemplary artistic achieve-
ments and promise for future work. Supported 
by The Heinz Endowments and The Pittsburgh 
Foundation, the Carol R. Brown Awards are a 
component of the Investing in Professional Artists 
Program, which is among a small number of 
initiatives in the region that provide direct philan-
thropic support to individual artists. They are named 
for Endowments board member Carol Brown, who 

MORE HOT TOPICS
This fall was a season fi lled 
with gatherings that received 
Heinz Endowments support and 
focused on issues critical to the 
Pittsburgh region and the country.

In September, the Change 
Agency, a local nonprofi t that 
promotes community inclusion 
and collaboration, held its 
second annual All for All 
Summit.  Participants looked 
at ways to engage the region’s 
growing immigrant community 
and support immigrant artists, 
entrepreneurs and political 
interests. 

Among the major national 
and international gatherings in 
Pittsburgh in October was the 
Land Trust Alliance’s 31st Rally: 
The National Land Conservation 
Conference. About 2,000 people 
from the U.S., Canada, South 
America and elsewhere across 
the globe came to Pittsburgh 
the weekend of Oct. 11–13 to 
discuss various land conservation 
topics and to visit the region’s 
natural landmarks. In his keynote 
address, Endowments President 

Redevelopment of the 178-acre Hazelwood 
Green is moving steadily forward as fi rms 
respond to a recent request for qualifi cations, 
designed to identify highly qualifi ed developers 
for the site’s Mill District. Formerly home to 
LTV Steel and the Jones & Laughlin Steel Co., 
Hazelwood Green is in the city’s Hazelwood 
neighborhood, bordering the Monongahela 
River, and is envisioned to become a world-
class model for sustainable mixed-use 
development. Owned by Almono LP, a 
partnership of the Endowments and the Richard 
King Mellon and the Benedum foundations, the 
site has attracted the Advanced Robotics for 
Manufacturing Institute (ARM) and Carnegie 
Mellon University’s Manufacturing Futures 
Initiative (MFI) as its fi rst anchor tenants. 
Both are constructing their spaces within the 
steel mill shell of the historic Mill 19 building, 
above, which is located in the Mill District and 
owned by the Regional Industrial Development 
Corporation of Southwestern Pennsylvania.

GROWING GREEN

served as president of the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
during the transformation of a “red-light” section of 
Downtown into the nationally recognized Cultural 
District, which has served as a model for arts-based 
community redevelopment.

International Treasures Another inspirational 
group of people who are leaders in their fi elds have 
been recognized with Heinz Awards for exceptional 
work aff ecting the lives of people across the globe. 
A project of the Heinz Family Foundation, the 
awards were established in 1993 in honor of the 
late Sen. H. John Heinz III to celebrate individuals 
for achievements in the arts and humanities; the 
environment; the human condition; public policy; 
and technology, the economy and employment. 
Each receives an unrestricted cash prize of 
$250,000.

This year’s recipients are Norman Atkins, 
an educator whose models for training teachers 

Grant Oliphant spoke to the 
group about the importance of 
conservation during a time of 
social and political upheaval to 
serve as a voice of courage, a way 
to promote equity, 
and a means of 
creating places of 
pride and hope. 

The 24th annual 
Rail-Volution 
Conference pulled 
into Pittsburgh 
Oct. 21–24, 
bringing together 
diverse sectors of 
the community�—�government, 
business, environment, advocacy 
and transit�—�to discuss how a 
range of mobility options can be 
incorporated into community 
development in ways that are fair 
and benefi cial to all. The event 
included leaders and experts 
from across the country, who 
shared ideas and experiences 
about eff orts to use transit to 
build communities that are more 
livable economically, socially and 
environmentally.

From Oct. 21 to 22, 
Pittsburgh hosted the second of 
a two-part exploration of ways 
to protect and promote the 
First Amendment. Presented 

by Duquesne 
University and 
The Pittsburgh 
Foundation, in 
cooperation with 
the National 
Constitution 
Center, the 
National 
Conference on the 
First Amendment: 

Bedrock of American Freedoms 
was a celebration of the First 
Amendment as central to 
main tain ing the viability of 
our demo cratic institutions. 
Speakers included various 
media luminaries, including 
top editors from The New York 
Times and The Washington 
Post, and a video appearance 
by U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The kickoff  
summit, “The First Amendment 
for the Twenty-First Century,” 
took place in Pittsburgh in June.

and school leaders have led to dramatic, positive 
change in public school classrooms and gains in 
teacher diversity; Ming Kuo, a psychologist whose 
research on the impact of urban green space on 
physical and mental health is changing urban 
forest and landscape design policy; Ralph Lemon, 
a choreographer, writer, visual artist and curator 
whose body of work interweaves movement, media, 
visual arts and language; Sherri Mason, a global 
expert on freshwater microplastic pollution whose 
research is raising awareness of microplastics and 
other contaminants in U.S. freshwater systems 
and leading to policy changes around the world; 
Linda Rottenberg, a social entrepreneur whose 
global nonprofi t, Endeavor, is providing economic 
opportunity to business owners in developing 
countries and the U.S.; and Enric Sala, a marine 
ecologist working at the intersection of science 
and policy to protect the world’s remaining pristine 
marine environments.
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4 THE HILL
Overlooking Pittsburgh’s Downtown is the Hill 
District, a community with a storied history 
that is pushing to overcome past injustices to 
achieve a hopeful and fairer future.

14 VIEWS FROM THE HILL
What will it take to ensure that attractive, 
equitable development fl ourishes in the Hill 
District? Six community leaders off er their 
perspectives on what’s needed to help the 
neighborhood thrive.

19 UPTOWN ASPIRATIONS
Although Uptown’s boundaries have been 
debated, many agree that its transformation into 
an “eco-innovation district” should provide 
economic, environmental and social benefi ts 
to current residents and businesses.

20 ART IMITATING LIFE
The arts have always played a signifi cant role in 
shaping the Hill District’s narrative, and they 
continue to make important contributions to the 
neighborhood’s economic and environmental 
development.

46

28 HELP AND HOPE
Heads of social services agencies in the Hill District 
say improving surroundings without addressing 
human needs would render development eff orts in 
the neighborhood hollow. So, their organizations 
are committed to fi lling in the gaps.

33 KEEPING HOUSE
The Hill House Association is a valued neigh-
borhood institution in the Hill District. That’s why 
organization offi  cials are willing to sacrifi ce some 
assets to keep it in the community.

34 HILL STREETS
New housing has been springing up in isolated 
patches in the Hill District for about two decades, 
but now eff orts are being made to tie the 
development together while keeping longtime 
residents in the neighborhood.

40 TO LEARN & TO BLOSSOM
Lyric Murphy and Sydnee Patterson Thomas
are among the Hill District students who benefi t 
from neighborhood after-school programs and 
from the providers’ involvement in the HYPE 
network, which allows organizations to collaborate 
on services and training.
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45 GUIDING TO GREATNESS
Three former Heinz Fellows used their 
experience in the Endowments-sponsored 
education fellowship to create 1Nation 
Mentoring and continue making an impact 
on local youth.

46 SINGLED OUT
Heinz Endowments–funded research showing 
racial disparities in local school suspension rates 
is boosting eff orts to use alternative approaches 
in evaluating and addressing student behavior.

50 A BEAUTIFUL NEIGHBOR
This year’s commemorations of the 50th 
anniversary of “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” 
have highlighted both the insightfulness 
of Fred Rogers and his remarkable legacy.
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