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INSIDE
FEATURE: 
NEXT STAGE
The beginning of a new year is a good time to  
take stock of where you’re going and where you’ve 
been. And the development of a former steel mill 
site called Almono into a sustainable community 
is a transformation story that’s still being told.
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The Heinz Endowments was formed from the Howard Heinz Endowment, established in 1941, and 
the Vira I. Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. It is the product of a deep family commitment 
to community and the common good that began with H.J. Heinz, and that continues to this day.

The Endowments is based in Pittsburgh, where we use our region as a laboratory for the 
development of solutions to challenges that are national in scope. Although the majority of our 
giving is concentrated within southwestern Pennsylvania, we work wherever necessary, including 
state wide and nationally, to fulfill our mission.

That mission is to help our region thrive as a whole community�—�economically, ecologically, 
educationally and culturally�—�while advancing the state of knowledge and practice in the fields  
in which we work. Our fields of emphasis include philanthropy in general and the disciplines 
represented by our five grantmaking programs: Arts & Culture; Children, Youth & Families; 
Community & Economic Development; Education; and Environment.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. Heinz set high expectations for their philanthropy. Today, the 
Endowments is committed to doing the same. Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful and creative 
in continually working to set new standards of philanthropic excellence. Recognizing that none of 
our work would be possible without a sound financial base, we also are committed to  preserving 
and enhancing the Endowments’ assets through prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are committed 
to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented by our grantmaking 
programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication is intended to share information 
about significant lessons and insights we are deriving from our work.

Editorial team Linda Braund, John Ellis, Donna Evans Sebastian, Carmen Lee, Grant Oliphant,  
Courtney Tolmer. Design: Landesberg Design

About the cover The cavernous Mill 19 building is at the heart of the redevelopment of the former 
Pittsburgh steel mill site called Almono. The structure is large enough to construct an energy-
e�cient building within its shell that will house o�ces, research space and light manufacturing— 
all while preserving a remnant of the region’s steel industry heritage.

Corrections The printed editions of our last issue incorrectly identified the woman on the 
magazine cover and the mother of the baby pictured in the “Head Start” story. The woman on the 
cover is Essence Bey, and the mother in the “Head Start” piece is Shaelyn Newton. Both names 
are correct in the online version of the magazine.
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GROUND WORK 
The vision for the Almono site in Pittsburgh’s 
Hazelwood neighborhood conveys the 
project’s significance, but it’s the progress  
on the ground that reveals how much has 
been invested.
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NURTURING NEURONS
Learning more about how babies develop  
can guide public policy in areas such as 
education and health so that both children  
and communities thrive.
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SUSTAINING STRATEGIES:  
MAKING PROGRESS WITH p4
Launched at a 2015 conference, Pittsburgh’s 
p4 initiative has made inroads in solidifying  
the city’s commitment to sustainable 
development that were unveiled at a  
second p4 Summit last fall. 
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COMMUNITY PLAY-CREATION
When residents, including children, have the 
chance to help design play spaces in their 
own communities, everyone can enjoy the 
process and the outcome.

36 HERE AND THERE
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